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and by sending troops to maintain order, completed Ms
break with his own party. Meanwhile, his refusal to recog-
nize the American-made revolution in Hawaii, and to annex
that island in accordance with the plans of the Harrison
administration, and his refusal to be drawn into hostilities
with Spain over an insurrection in Cuba, made him hated
by the Republicans^ who were beginning to feel the sinister
stirrings of Manifest Destiny, and to drift toward the most
disgraceful of America's wars. Cleveland ended his second
term a lonely figure. He rightly opposed most of what his
country was doing, but he had nothing helpful to offer
instead, and could scarcely expect to have a following,

As the election of 1896 approached, the Republicans
saw their opportunity, and, although they nominated for
the Presidency a man who was a nonentity even among the
Presidents of that period, they declared unequivocally for
sound money and against bimetallism.*

When the Democrats met in Chicago, it was clear at once
that the agrarians felt a holy passion for their cause, that
they had identified Free Silver not only with their prosperity,
but with truth and goodness and decency. And their
opponents, the more conservative Democrats from the
Eastern industrial States, had made the same identification
with the gold standard. The bitterness of the coming
campaign was foreshadowed on the floor of the Convention;
neither group would listen to the opposing spokesmen, and
the transaction of business was almost impossible. But
finally the tension was broken, and the immediate future
of the party determined, by a speech from William Jennings
Bryan. A young man from Nebraska with no national
reputation, zealous, ignorant and charming, with a beautiful
voice and an evangelical fervour for what he regarded as the
cause of humanity, Bryan was the perfect spokesman for
this last phase of American agrarianism. Aristocratic
agrarianism, the civilization of the land-owner, had been
killed in the Civil War; and now the poor farmer who had
helped the capitalist win that war awoke to the knowledge

were willing to adopt the latter if it were agreed upon by the
European notions*
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